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of the complicated working of the system and have had
to give advice to women on how to arrange their
coupons so that they could dress at all. This is one of
the officially worked out arrangements for a German
woman:
Beginning in November she can buy: One pair of
stockings (4, coupons), another pair of thick stockings (8),
one pair of woollen knickers (10), one pair of corsets (8).
By January she can get another pair of stockings (4)3
one set of underclothes (12), one petticoat (10), 200 grams
of darning wool or sewing cotton (14). The coming
August will allow her another two pairs of stockings (8),
one handkerchief (2) and one skirt (20). Together 100
points, as the Germans say.
Not much later shops advertised " Smart 22 point
frocks" or "elegant 18 point costumes". But these are
only handed out by the stores after the purchaser has
signed a statement that she has not more than two frocks
at home or no appreciable number of other rationed
articles.
No German possessing more than two suits is allowed
to buy a third one, and Gestapo officers are entitled
to search the apartment of a prospective purchaser
of a new suit. Women are advised by the Nazi radio
and the newspapers to keep their husbands from
buying new suits and to patch up their old ones. In
war-time, it is stated, "trouser patches are a sign
of true Nazi spirit and are nothing to be ashamed
of".
Similar advice is given about men's and women's
winter coats. These should be given up before a new one
is bought, so that poorer Germans can wear the old
coats of the wealthier ones. "We shall soon be a nation
in rags," said a German commercial traveller in Belgrade